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Science Communication is Part of the Process:  The Planetary Science Research Discoveries (PSRD) 

website at www.psrd.hawaii.edu helps to maximize the reporting and propagation of scientific discoveries 
in planetary science to a broad audience. Using peer-reviewed publications as our source, with feedback 
from the authors, we craft headline articles, CosmoSparks short reports, and slide sets to explain what you 
do, how, and why to engage more people in the excitement of planetary science. This makes PSRD an 
easily accessible, credible resource of detailed information about cutting-edge research. Our readership 
comprises professionals in the subfields of planetary science and other sciences, and a public audience that 
includes educators and students. PSRD provides a readable and accurate synthesis of the science questions 
being pursued and why the work matters. It's part of the process of expanding science inquiry and expanding 
the reach of your work to more people. 

 

 

www.psrd.hawaii.edu 
 

Compelling Science Makes Fascinating Reading: PSRD covers these topics and more: Presolar 
Grains and Isotopic Anomalies; Radionuclides and Early Solar System Chronology; IDPs; Micrometeor-
ites; Stardust; CAIs and Other Refractory Materials; Formation of Chondrules and Chondrite Precursors; 
Volatiles in the Solar System; Carbonaceous Chondrites and Their Parent Body Evolution; Organic Mate-
rial in Meteorites; Vesta; Ceres; Achondrites; Martian Meteorites; Lunar Samples and Meteorites; Origin 
and Evolution of the Moon; Iron and Stony-Iron Meteorites; Parent Body Processes; Isotopic, Chemical, 
and Experimental Studies of Meteorites; Exposure History and Delivery of Meteorites from Asteroids;   
Asteroids and Comets; Physical Properties of Meteorites; Impact Cratering Processes and Dynamics of 
Small Bodies; Shock Metamorphism; Developments in Analytical Techniques for Meteorite and Returned 
Sample Analysis; Meteorite Fall/Finds. This list will look familiar to MetSoc meeting participants, as it is 
the list you saw during your abstract submission. The topics that matter to our science community also 
matter to professionals in other science fields and the public once they are exposed to it. An email we 
received stated, "If planetary science and space exploration are to compete successfully with other demands 
on the public purse, it will do so because sites like yours make the results of research accessible to laymen 
of all ages and levels of involvement. I was especially happy to see that links were made available to users 
who need a more detailed coverage of the research." 

 
PSRD uses illustrations, animations, clear writing, and a glossary. We include citations to primary 

sources. The full PSRD archive is searchable by subject and by chronological order. Every meteorite named 
in a PSRD article or report has a direct link to its page in the Meteoritical Bulletin Database. Every PSRD 
article is included in the ADS (SAO/NASA Astrophysics Data System) online, searchable database for 
Astronomy and Astrophysics.  

 
Extending Planetary Science: PSRD began in 1996. Today we average ~42,000 page views/month and 

thousands of monthly downloads of pdf and pptx files. The growing subscriber list of ~1400 comes from 
57 countries and territories. We gratefully acknowledge NASA's Cosmochemistry Program, including 
grants NNX08AJ86G and NNX11AJ53G, for funding our first 20 years; and NASA's Emerging Worlds 
Program grant NNX16AM37G and Hawai‘i Space Grant Consortium for ongoing support. We invite you 
to use PSRD as part of your communication process. 
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