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Introduction: Many meteorites have been collected since 

2000 in Northwest Africa, especially in Morocco, Algeria, 

Mauritania, Lybia, Niger and Mali [1-2]. We compare the 

statistics on meteorites from these countries with finds 

from NWA and Antarctica. One of the goals of this work 

is to investigate to what extent do meteorites from Moroc-

co differ from NWA meteorites and to assess the differ-

ences between finds from different areas. 

Methodology: We worked on a total of 10731 meteorites 

from Morocco, Algeria, Mauritania, Mali, Lybia and 

Oman. Meteorites from NWA were separated into groups 

with a presumably known origin e.g. Morocco and Alge-

ria, from those without any information on the origin 

(NWA s.s.).  

We followed the successive steps : 

- Collection of data from the Meteoritical Bulletin data-

base (http://www.lpi.u sra.edu/meteor/metbull.php) 

- Distribution of meteorites from every area into groups, 

following the classification of Rubin 1997 [3]. 

- Comparative study and determination of the percent-

ages of every group of meteorites vs the total amount of 

meteorites of all these countries, 

- Comparison of the statistics by group, to meteorites 

from Lybia, Oman and Antarctica 

Results:  

1- A correlation between NWA and meteorites from Mo-

rocco where all classes are represented, better than with 

Algeria, where a few groups are absent. We interpret this 

as a proof of the origin of most NWA meteorites from 

Morocco, as previously mentioned [1, 2]. Concerning 

Mauritania and Mali, many groups are missing and the 

number of meteorites is very low, probably due to the in-

sertion of meteorites from these countries in the NWA 

nomenclature.  

2- Concerning meteorites from Lybia and Oman, many 

classes are missing. This is probably due to collection 

practices, and also possibly a result of experienced hunters 

in Morocco. 

3- A comparison of NWA with Antarctica meteorites un-

derscores several interesting features, in particular, i) the 

role of the weight resulting from different hunting practic-

es. ii) The low number of specimens of the NWA irons is 

probably due to their continuous search for millenia as an 

iron supply. 

Conclusion: Such statistical studies show subtle differ-

ences on meteorite collection from different places. The 

bias caused by the NWA nomenclature which blurs the 

very origin of finds 
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