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Introduction:  The Space Science Institute’s 

NASA@ My Library program has adopted an event-

based engagement strategy to foster interest, excite-

ment, and future learning in space science topics. 

These “high profile” events include the 2017 Total 

Solar Eclipse, The 50th anniversary of the Apollo Mis-

sion, the 2019 Summer Learning Theme “A Universe 

of Stories.” NASA@ My Library also highlights se-

lected events throughout the year to engage with spe-

cific populations (Women’s History Month), highlight 

specific missions (Mars Insight Launch), or bring 

awareness to certain STEM topics and careers (Engi-

neers Week). 

2017 Eclipse:  The 2017 Eclipse was a watershed 

event for public libraries who had not previously par-

ticipated in STEM events. More than 7,000 individual 

library sites participated in Eclipse day programs, and 

hosted programs prior to the event. The total (reported) 

number of library patrons participating in activities 

associated with the Eclipse was over 1.75 million peo-

ple. We estimate that 6 million people safely viewed 

the eclipse due to library distribution of eclipse glasses, 

events, and programs. The below map highlights the 

libraries that participated in the event. Note that many 

libraries were not on the path of totality, but participat-

ed due to the resources provided. In our after-event 

survey, many libraries indicated this was the first 

STEM based program they had ever done, and some 

even indicated it was their first public program of any 

kind! 

 

 
 

Summer of Space: In partnership with the Collab-

orative Summer Learning Program, the Space Science 

Institute’s NASA@ My Library program provided 

public libraries with in-person and online training, free 

materials, and access to NASA subject matter experts 

to support the 2019 summer learning theme, and the 

anniversary of Apollo. More than 4,500 libraries regis-

tered to take part in this event, conducting approxi-

mately 36,000 individual programs for library patrons 

over the summer. Libraries used this opportunity to 

partner with various subject matter experts in their 

community, as demonstrated in the chart below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Matter Experts: NASA@ My Library has 

worked extensively with the Night Sky Network, Solar 

System Ambassadors, Portal to the Public, and other 

NASA-affiliated groups to bring subject matter experts 

to public libraries. Programs have included star parties, 

lectures, hands-on activities, story-times, and even 

downlinks with the International Space Station. We 

encourage any scientists interested in working with 

their local public library to contact any of the authors 

for more information.  

About the STAR Library Network:  The STAR 

Library Network (STAR Net) began 10 years ago as an exhi-

bition program traveling to a small number of libraries across 

the country. It has now expanded to a network of approxi-

mately 8,000 public library staff, scientists, and other STEM 

educators. Libraries who have participated in this program 

over the years have reported gaining long-term partnerships 

because of their participation. This includes members of 

NASA Volunteer Networks (e.g., Night Sky Network and 

Solar System Ambassadors), local university researchers, 

individual scientists, and members of professional societies 

(like the American Society of Civil Engineers.)  
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