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Overview: By understanding the different modes 

of display, discussion and engagement with the lunar 
landings of 1969 in the Science Museum London  in 
2019, this paper will develop ideas about who and 
what are prominent in the narratives and the imagi-
naries surrounding the anniversary. Through interview 
analysis, this paper will give attending scientists some 
ideas about how their framing of these discussions 
with publics over the summer of 2019 may shape the 
understanding of, and impact of the historic lunar 
landings, and contemporary international science 
more generally for their audiences in the coming 
months.  

 
Introduction:  Public spaces frequently tie their 

events programming to upcoming events and celebra-
tory days, to include different visiting publics into 
their spaces [1]. Many universities, galleries, libraries, 
museums, digital spaces and other fora will likely be 
holding themed events around the Apollo 11 landing 
of 1969. It is likely, moreover, that these events will 
ask scientists to contribute talks, public engagement 
activities, or similar to the program. As a figure of 
trust, and scientific authority, the way that a featured 
scientist frames the lunar landings will make an im-
pression on the visiting public [2]. Moreover, consid-
erable work has demonstrated that how scientific 
fields are talked about, and depicted shapes career 
aspirations [3] and self-identity of young people and 
children [4], rendering it particularly important to 
think critically about the narratives and imaginaries 
constructed in such a high profile event. To demon-
strate the different narratives that can be in developed 
within in a single space, this paper uses a series of 
different events developed in the advent of the lunar 
landing 50th anniversary.  

Within museums - while permanent exhibitions 
might not change frequently - temporary exhibitions, 
pop-up stalls, tours, and late-night openings offer a 
way to draw attention to temporally specific, historic 
or contemporary events [1].  In the spring and summer 
of 2019, the Science Museum, London, will be featur-
ing (amongst other things) the Apollo Moon landings 
in temporary pop-up discussions in the museum, a 
show that will go out to UK-national schools, as well 
as continuing to host the permanent display (consist-
ing of lunar rocks, model astronauts and a lunar land-

ing module, images and a video projection of the lu-
nar surface in the space gallery).   

This paper will bring into tension the narratives 
[5], imaginaries [6], and intended audiences [7] of 
these three modes of communication at this museum, 
by interviewing their developers in the lead up to their 
delivery. By considering how those developing these 
events for the public are framing and developing their 
own interpretations of the lunar landing materials, this 
paper will present questions that researchers should 
consider when/if talking themselves about the lunar 
landings in the summer of 2019 [8].  

 
Analysis: This paper will undertake a comparative 

analysis [9] of the interviews with professionals in the 
U.K., and materials they have produced for the differ-
ent events.  

Framework Drawing particualarly on Jasanoff’s 
work on sociotechnical imaginaries with respect to 
risk, benefit, opportunities and potentialities [6], this 
paper will highlight how differently the same event 
can be framed within the same institution.  

Thematic analysis Using a thematic analysis [10] 
of interviews, the themes surrounding the lunar land-
ings that arise across and within the different pro-
grams will be considered.  
 

Learnings: Finally, this paper will draw together 
ideas and questions that researchers can ask them-
selves, supported by the data in the interviews and the 
literature, to help consider their own framing of ideas, 
as well as those of the organizers when they are en-
gaged in talks and events in the coming months.    
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