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Challenges. The year 2017 brought sev-

eral dozens of cartographic planetary 

maps representing a wide diversity of 

content and production methods (Fig. 

1). Observable is an evolution of plane-

tary mapping from traditional static 

(print) layouts to forms more adjusted 

to the digital, dynamic Internet medi-

um. Traditional, peer-reviewed works 

are still on the horizon, and the number 

of planned projects is high. At the same 

time, technologically, it is evident that 

we live in a transition period where 

static maps that characterized the last 

400 years may soon become extinct 

and new, dynamic digital map services 

and GIS layers for scientific use could, 

or already did, replace them. This has 

high consequences on the art aspect of 

cartography in which online applica-

tions provide new opportunities. The 

catalog will be available through the 

website of the ICA Commission on 

Planetary Cartography [9] .  
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We mapped the complete planetary map scene.  

 

We cataloged >2200 planetary maps. 

 

It includes USGS, Soviet, DLR/TU/FUB, Chinese  maps. 

 

It includes both historic and recent maps. 

 

The catalog informs the community about  maps. 

 

Map types: Historic, Geologic, Topographic/planning, 

Nomenclature, Outreach, Digital/WMS, Art/fan maps,  

Fig. 1. A compilation of details of planetary maps and map services published in 2017. See details at [9].   

 This database enables quantitative analysis of 

the history and present state of planetary 

mapping, globally. 


