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Abstract 1240 - On Sept. 22, 2017, the OSIRIS-REx (Origins, Spectral Interpretation, Resource 
Identification, and Security - Regolith Explorer) spacecraft performed an Earth Gravity Assist 
maneuver, changing its direction and putting it on a path toward asteroid Bennu. This flyby was 
necessary for the spacecraft to match the 6-degree orbital tilt of Bennu, and also gave the mission 
team an opportunity to test and calibrate the spacecraft's instrument suite. The data collected 
during the maneuver are being used to prepare for OSIRIS-REx's arrival at Bennu in late 2018. 
Over the next 5.5 years, OSIRIS-REx will continue its journey to rendezvous with, study, and 
return a sample of Bennu's regolith to Earth. This sample of a primitive asteroid will help 
scientists understand the formation of our solar system more than 4.5 billion years ago. This 
commemorative mission poster was created entirely in Adobe Illustrator and comprises dozens 
of layered elements. The flat, minimal color palette combined with the dynamic and semi-
abstract arrangement of elements is evocative of early 20th century art deco travel posters. Like 
those posters from a century ago, this artwork combines brilliant colors and radiates a sense of 
movement, adventure, and exploration as the spacecraft slingshots under the Earth. Further, 
consideration of stylistic and aesthetic elements has been painstakingly balanced with the 
imperative to accurately portray the physical details of the real-life event, including the proper 
representation of the spacecraft's trajectory and tilt during the flyby. As OSIRIS-REx races past 
the field of view, the careful addition of a stylized lens flare acts to freeze the spacecraft in this 
fleeting, dynamic moment. The left solar panel breaks the border of the poster, drawing the 
spacecraft even closer to the viewer. Orange and yellow hues portray the vivid excitement of 
exploration and represent the mission's daring, bold journey into the unknown. In direct contrast 
to this brightness is a backdrop of blue and grey shades, which represent the dark vastness of 
space that OSIRIS-REx must traverse before finding Bennu and bringing home its prized sample. 
 


