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Introduction:  The science portfolio described in 

the 2011 National Research Council (NRC) decadal 

survey on biological and physical sciences in space, 

Recapturing a Future for Space Exploration: Life and 

Physical Sciences Research for a New Era [1] was 

written during the critical period near the beginning of 

the ISS era. That decadal is now in its midterm as-

sessment by committees of the National Academies. 

That decadal is unique among decadal studies in that it 

directly addresses science that is enabled by and that 

enables human spaceflight activity. As such it remains 

an important tool for the discussion of space life and 

physical sciences currently and in the coming years. 

The Committee on Biological and Physical Scienc-

es in Space (CBPSS) of the National Academies inter-

acts with the Space Life and Physical Sciences Re-

search and Applications Division of NASA to regular-

ly discuss progress within this decadal study and the 

implementation of decadal priorities within the pro-

gram. Therefore, there is an ongoing and very useful 

dialog between NASA program planners and the sub-

stance and science of the decadal portfolio.  

It will be useful to consider this decadal and its sci-

ence recommendations during the discussion of sci-

ence that can and should be planned for the Deep 

Space Gateway. In addition the midterm assessment of 

the progress against this decadal will be published by 

the time of this meeting, and will likely provide addi-

tional guidance regarding the trajectory of this portfo-

lio as the focus of exploration leaves LEO for deeper 

space. 
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