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Introduction:  The Planetary Data System (PDS) 

has released the fourth version of its archival data 

standards. This version is a complete, ground-up rede-

sign based on over two decades if institutional experi-

ence archiving observations from spacecraft, landers, 

ground-based observatories, and labs. We present an 

overview of the PDS archival formats, their derivation, 

and the rationale behind the archival format constraints 

and requirements. 
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