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Introduction: The North West Africa (NWA accronym) 

nomenclature was proposed by the Nomenclature Committee of 
the Meteoritical Society in 2000, when many meteorites began 
coming from Morocco without knowing the exact origin(s) of 
these rocks [1]. These meteorites are essentially collected by 
nomads crossing the desert in the Sahara region that lacks real 
frontiers. The nomads are fantastic observators and they have a 
very good knowledge of terrestrial rocks from the desert ; this 
enables them to distinguish country rocks from extraterrestrial 
ones. Their interest in these rocks is motivated by the fact that 
they are valuable - they can sell them. Meteorites have become an 
important source of revenue in this relatively poor area. 

The problem: Since the first NWA001 was published in 
2000, about 7900 meteorites have been submitted to the 
Nomenclature Committee, many of which are rare and valuable. 
Even considering the importance of these meteorites and the fact 
that we know that they come from Morocco, they many have not 
been eligible to the prestige of having a proper Moroccan name, 
as the exact coordinates of finds are not exactly known.  Even 
though the coordinates are known by hunters and dealers, there is 
a rule that applies only to this part of the world, i.e., « Morocco 
and surrounding countries » that requires proof of the find with a 
photo of the meteorite in the field with the GPS showing the 
coordinates. This treatment is discriminatory and deprives 
Morocco of his meteorites. The contribution of these meteorites 
to scientific research is very important; many interesting papers 
have been published on NWA meteorites. 

Our work: In 2001 we began working on meteorites from 
Morocco and trying to understand exactly how their collection is 
made and where the meteorites are from. Although some 
meteorites are from Algeria, Mauritania and other surrounding 
countries but then sold in Morocco, most NWA meteorites have 
clearly been collected in Morocco, especially in the Moroccan 
Sahara. As hunters are nomads without GPS, they do not record 
the geographic coordinates of finds. We could proof clearly that 
many NWA have de facto been originally found in Morocco (Al 
Haggounia, BouAzarif, NWA 6963 synonym of Fej Arrih). For 
Al Haggounia and Bouazarif, we have made a new submission to 
the NomCom, despite the fact that we know that they are the 
same samples as previously classified as NWA.  

For meteorites with a very small amount of material 
collected, we tried to complete the existing submissions, e.g. 
NWA 6963 martian meteorite should have the name « Fej Arrih » 
according to the name of the place of find. Yet, it was not granted 
to give a proper name to this meteorite - the name remains a 
synonym of the NWA number. This is the same  case  as with 
other exceptional meteorites, such as NWA 7034 [2]  and NWA 
7325 [3],  for which coordinates of the find are now known by all 
dealers and hunters. 

Conclusion: We recommend a discussion on the NWA 
nomenclature, based on the work performed by researchers to 
document meteorites from Morocco that should have the same 
treatment as meteorites from the rest of the world.  
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