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Introduction 

This abstract presents three suggestions to 

implement a coordinated lunar resource evaluation 

campaign in compliance with international space law 

and to promote the development of positive policy 

precedents for space resource and lunar activities. 

An International Joint Venture 

The campaign should welcome contributions from 

any interested actor at all levels of financial and 

technological development. To implement this 

requirement, the campaign could be organized as an 

international joint venture pursuing an incremental set 

of mission goals that build on one another. 

Contributions should be selected based upon objective 

criteria and international cooperation should be a 

preferential factor. Selection and coordination of 

contributions should be entrusted to a neutral entity 

acting as a trusted broker among interested parties. 

Multi-Purpose Data Policy  

The variety of data that will be obtained throughout 

the campaign allows for the possibility to provide 

benefits to both its participants as well as the general 

public. To achieve this goal, the campaign could adopt 

a multi-purpose data policy foreseeing different levels 

of access to different datasets, depending on the 

contributions provided and including at least one level 

of access open to external actors.  

Shared Standards  

The unprecedented level of cooperation and 

coordination required for the campaign could act as a 

catalyst to accelerate current rulemaking efforts for 

lunar governance. To succeed in this, the campaign 

should require its participants to commit to the 

development and respect of shared standards for the 

evaluation and prospecting of lunar resources. 

Depending on the success of the campaign, these 

standards could be incorporated in domestic licensing 

conditions and submitted to the UN Working Group on 

the Legal Aspects of Space Resource Activities.  

Conclusion 

The three strategies outlined above would enhance 

compliance with key provisions of the Outer Space 

Treaty (OST), and in particular: 

- Articles I and II OST, with regards to non-

discrimination, equality, benefit sharing, free access, 

freedom of scientific investigation, and prevention of 

non-appropriation; 

- Articles III and IV OST with regards to adherence 

to international law and exclusively peaceful uses of 

celestial bodies; 

- Articles IX and XI OST with regards to 

international cooperation, mutual assistance, due 

regard and non-harmful interference; 

These strategies would also promote the 

establishment of positive policy precedents for 

implementing the Long Term Sustainability Guidelines 

for Outer Space Activities within the context of lunar 

activities, with regards to the exchange of technology 

and equipment for space activities (C.1), the avoidance 

of unnecessary duplication of function and efforts in 

capacity building (C.3.3) the development of 

technologies maximizing the reusability or repurposing 

of space assets (D.1.3) and finally the encouragement 

of the participation of developing countries (D.1.5). 
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