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NASA’s Education and Public Outreach Fo-

rums: The NASA Science Education and Public Out-

reach Forums support the NASA Science Mission Di-

rectorate (SMD) and its education and public outreach 

(E/PO) community through a coordinated effort to en-

hance the coherence, efficiency, and effectiveness of 

SMD-funded E/PO programs.  

The Planetary Science E/PO Forum helps SMD 

support planetary scientists currently involved in E/PO. 

The Forum also assists scientists who are interested in 

becoming involved in E/PO efforts in finding ways to 

do so through a variety of avenues. Here, we present 

opportunities for the planetary science community to 

participate in collaborations supporting NASA SMD 

efforts in informal science education and outreach.  

 

What are informal science education and out-

reach? Informal education encompasses free-choice 

learning opportunities provided outside of the class-

room. It is primarily based on education standards or 

content-focused learning objectives and is created 

and/or conducted by qualified informal education prac-

titioners, benefiting informal educators, the general 

public, and/or groups specifically targeted for educa-

tion and promoting life-long learning. Informal learn-

ing environments can include museums, science cen-

ters, planetariums, afterschool programs, libraries, sci-

ence clubs, and other settings. 

Outreach consists of public relations / engagement 

focused on raising awareness and interest, primarily 

supporting objectives that are affective in nature. Out-

reach programs are created and / or conducted by qual-

ified outreach practitioners, and benefit the general 

public and/or groups specifically targeted for engage-

ment. Outreach events may take place in formal or in-

formal learning environments or public settings. Some 

examples of outreach include public lectures, family 

science nights, and launch or landing events. 

Both informal education and outreach afford scien-

tists rich and varied opportunities to connect with audi-

ences.  

 

The Forums and informal science education and 

outreach: SMD has established the Informal Educa-

tion Working Group to help inform education efforts of 

the SMD E/PO community, including scientists. The 

Working Group:  

 Conducted a review of pertinent education lit-

erature that is housed on the SMD E/PO 

Community workspace (http://smdepo.org; se-

lected references are collected here: 

http://bit.ly/1koSlIm)  

 Assessed informal educators’ needs through 

literature reviews and surveys of professional 

informal educators 

 Identified and coordinated NASA resources 

and opportunities for informal educators 

 Offered professional development to the SMD 

E/PO community about the needs of and op-

portunities for working with informal educa-

tion practitioners 

 

Scientists interested in working in informal education 

and outreach learning environments are invited to ac-

cess these resources and to contact the Planetary Sci-

ence E/PO Forum to learn more about opportunities for 

getting involved and for ensuring the greatest impact of 

their efforts.  

 

Why should scientists get involved with informal 

science education and outreach? Scientists are the 

holders of current, accurate scientific knowledge and 

can transfer ownership of science to the public by in-

creasing access to scientific thought and discovery. 

Informal science education and outreach venues pro-

vide opportunities for scientists to get involved in edu-

cation with generally enthusiastic audiences through 

programs that often do not require a large time com-

mitment. These venues can provide wide reach to many 

different audiences, helping to increase the science 

literacy of the public. 

 

Forum contacts: Learn how to join in our collabo-

rative efforts to reach the informal science education 

and outreach communities based upon mutual needs 

and interests! Members of the Planetary Science E/PO 

Forum are happy to help if you have questions or 

would like more information. Contact the Planetary 

Science Informal Education Working Group Member 

Keliann LaConte (laconte@lpi.usra.edu) or the Plane-

tary Science Scientist Engagment Lead Sanlyn Buxner 

(buxner@psi.edu), or browse the Forum’s online com-

munity workspace at http://smdepo.org.  
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