
 Tuesday, June 16, 2015 
ASTROBIOLOGY RESEARCH AND EDUCATION AT MINORITY-SERVING INSTITUTIONS 

10:30 a.m.   Salon A5 
 

Chairs: Erik Melchiorre  
 Todd Gary 
 
10:30 a.m. Gary T. P. *   Bell B.   Mendez A.   Ceballos R. M.   Kirven M.   Bradford K. 

The NASA Astrobiology Program – Minority Institution Research Support (MIRS) Program:   
A Dozen Years of High Return on NASA’s Investment [#7660] 
 

10:45 a.m. Mendez A. * 
The Habitable Exoplanets Catalog [#7421] 
 

11:00 a.m. Melchiorre E. B. *   Covorrubias A.   DeHoyos M.   Terry D.   Sheets-Harris C.   Buckley W. 
Enhancing Experiential Learning in Astrobiology at Hispanic-Serving Institutions with Hand-Held 
XRF Instrumentation [#7068] 
 

11:15 a.m. McQuilla J. B.   Dimandja J.-M. D. * 
Infusion of Astrobiology-Based Concepts in the Teaching Curriculum at Spelman College [#7589] 
 

11:30 a.m. Payton G. *   Tharayil S.   Mogul R.   Schubert K.   Vaishampayan P.   McKay C. P. 
NASA/CSU Spaceward Bound:  Research Experiences for Pre-Service Teachers in the Mojave 
National Preserve [#7531] 
 

11:45 a.m. Bueno J. *   Garay S.   Sarmiento G. 
Astrobiology a Challenge for the Development of Science, Technology and Research 
in Colombia [#7476] 
 

12:00 p.m. Shields A. L. * 
Reaching Middle School Girls from Groups Underrepresented in the Sciences with an Innovative 
Approach to Astronomy and Astrobiology Teaching [#7238] 
 

12:30 a.m. LUNCH BREAK  
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