
 Monday, June 15, 2015 
THE BEGINNING AND END OF THE RNA WORLD  

FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF RIBOSOME ORIGINS 
10:30 a.m.   Grand Ballroom 

 
Chairs: George Fox  
 Harold Bernhardt  
 
10:30 a.m. Bernhardt H. S. *   Sandwick R. K. 

Purine Biosynthetic Intermediate-Containing Ribose-Phosphate Polymers as Evolutionary 
Precursors  to RNA [#7540] 
 

10:45 a.m. Stephenson J. D. *   Popovic M.   Fliss P. S.   Ditzler M. A. 
The Effect of Clay Minerals on the Evolution of RNA Function [#7689] 
 

11:00 a.m. Petrov A. S. *   Williams L. D. 
Found in Translation [#7653] 
 

11:15 a.m. Caetano-Anolles G. *   Minhas B.   Caetano-Anolles D.   Shahzad K.   Mittenthal J. E. 
A Phylogenomic Study of the Ribosome Uncovers its History, Challenges the Existence of an RNA 
World of Replicators, and Reveals a Mysterious Link to Language and Music [#7139] 
 

11:30 a.m. Williams L. D. *   Bowman J. C. 
The Ribosome and the RNA World [#7554] 
 

11:45 a.m. Paci M.   Tran Q.   Fox G. E. * 
The Emergence of a Dynamic Ribosome Likely Terminates Any Remaining RNA World [#7072] 
 

12:00 p.m. Popinga A. *   Bouckaert R.   Drummond A. J.   Wills P. R. 
Interpreting the Interpreters of Life:  On the Evolution of Aminoacyl-tRNA Synthetases [#7007] 
 

12:15 p.m. Catchpole R. J.   Heinemann J. A.   Poole A. M. * 
Probing the Evolutionary Origins of Bacterial Translation Initiation Using 
Experimental Evolution [#7252] 
 

12:30 p.m. LUNCH BREAK 
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